
   

 

2021 APRIL 

- WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31 
 

FREE MOVIE, BEN–HUR: 6:30 PM 
 
Judah Ben-Hur is a rich Jewish prince living under Roman rule at 
the time of Christ.   Please note: This movie is 141 minutes long, 
and does contain strong depictions of violence.  
 

- FRIDAY, APRIL 2 
 

GOOD FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE: 6:30 PM 

 

- SUNDAY, APRIL 4 
 

DRIVE IN SONRISE SERVICE: 7:30 AM  

 

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES: 8:45 & 11:00 AM 

 

 BREAKFAST: 10:00 & 10:30 AM ** 
**Please sign up by texting the word PANCAKES to (716) 707-9769 

CALLING ALL MEMBERS AND ATTENDEES OF HRW! 

Find out how to be included in May’s church vote, on page 4 

HOW LONG HAS PASTOR DAN BEEN IN MINISTRY?  

See the ‘Pandemic Perspectives’ interview on page 6 

SHARE 
THE JOY 
OF 
EASTER  
See page 2 for 
details on how you 
can help reach our 
community this 
coming week 
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We have a goal of filling 100 baskets  
to deliver to families in our community,  

AND WE NEED YOUR HELP 
 

DONATE  Easter baskets, fake grass, easter stuffed animals, candy, cake/brownie mixes, word 

  search books, notepads, chalk, bubbles, and whatever fun little extras you can think of!  
 

SERVE There are a lot of ways to be a part, from sorting donations, to assembling baskets, to 

  being on a delivery team. Please contact the church office or see Sheila Harris if you 
  have any questions.  
 

 MARCH 21 

 SORTING/COUNTING (4 PM) 

 & MARCH 22 AT 6:30 PM IF NEEDED 

 

 MARCH 26 

 BASKET ASSEMBLY (6:30 PM) 

 & MARCH 27 AT 2PM IF NEEDED 

 

 MARCH 28—Palm Sunday 

     CROCKPOT CAFÉ LUNCH (12:30 PM) 

     BASKET DELIVERY TEAMS (2PM) 

    
Donations as of 3/14/21. Keep them coming! Last week to bring items in 
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ANNUAL MULTI-FAMILY SALE 
 

After careful consideration, we have decided 
to go forward with this year’s multi-family 
yard sale.  
 

Masks will be required, and we will not be 
selling food/baked goods as in the past. 
 

If you are interested in renting some tables to 
sell your yard sale items, please contact the 
office or Katie Rose. Cost is $10 per person. 
Space is limited as we will have a little more 
distancing between households. You can 
come set up your stuff on Thursday/Friday 
before, then arrive between 8-9am Saturday. 
All your unsold items go home with you. 

 

CONNECT THROUGH PRAYER 
We would love to pray with you and for you! There are multiple ways to submit prayer requests. 

1) CONNECTION CARDS. Sunday mornings we ask regular attendees and guests to fill out a 

connection card. On the back is a place to share a prayer request. Requests marked 

confidential are seen by Pastoral staff. All other requests are prayed over Sunday afternoon in 

our “Live at Five” Prayer meeting. 

2) ONLINE. There are a variety of ways to submit prayer requests digitally. You can post directly 

to our closed Facebook group “Hess Road Church Family Group.” You can also send a direct 

message to our Facebook page, or through our website, HRWchurch.org 

3) PRAYER CHAIN. For those not online, or in emergency situations, we also have a prayer 
chain you can reach out to with your prayer request.  Our Prayer Network Coordinator, Julie 
Goldbach, will activate the prayer chain on your behalf, as well as add your request to the 
Facebook group if you so desire.  
                   Julie Goldbach: (716) 735-6068 
Note:  if you are unable to get ahold of Julie, please reach out to Jean Dressler (778-9668) or 
Verna Branch (778-5236) for assistance.  Please also reach out to Julie if you would like to be 
a part of the prayer chain!  
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PASTORAL VOTE COMING SOON 
 

It's hard to believe, but it will soon be time for the 
congregation to vote on Pastor Matthew again. His 
initial 2-year call as lead pastor will soon expire and 
the board has unanimously recommended him to the 
congregation for a new 4-year call.  
 
All are encouraged to participate in the vote. There will 
be different ballots for official members and the rest of 
the church family, but both Pastor Matthew and the 
church board value the feedback of the entire 
congregation. The vote will be held on May 2nd as 
part of our morning worship services, but there will 
also be provisions made for absentee voting.  
 
Be looking for more details after Easter, but feel free 
to ask a board member if you have any questions or 
concerns.  
 
Current Local Board of Administrators: 
 

 Jim Wendler (Vice Chair, Treasurer) 
 Denis Detschner (Secretary) 
 Donna Cody (Sunday School Superintendent) 
 Mike Donovan (Trustee to the Board) 
 Dave Branch 
 Dawn Henning 
 Donny Detschner 
 Mary Lou Klopfer 
 Mindy Grimes 
 Sheila Harris   

SERVING AT HESS ROAD  
 

When you became a Christian, you made a commitment, among other things, to serve the 
Lord for the rest of your life. You’re MORE than just His servant, but you’re not LESS than His 
servant. 
 
We want to help you find your best fit to serve God through this church body and community. 
Many of our ministry programs will be getting ready to “relaunch” after being on hiatus the last 
year. Whether you feel gifted in organization, hospitality, evangelism, teaching, music, 
technology, encouragement, prayer, artistry, etc. (the list goes on!) we need YOU.  
 
If you would like us to send you more information on current opportunities to serve, text the 
word SERVE to (716) 707-9769.  Pastor Matthew will also be offering a Spiritual Gifts Class 
in late May that includes a Spiritual Gift Assessment Tool specific for serving at Hess Road.   

Did you know that Pastor  

Matthew leads 2 churches?  

Since 2008, he has been pastoring 
the Lockport Wesleyan Church. 
About 4 years ago, an evening 
service was launched under the 
name 'The Refinery' and that 
service is still going strong.  

In fact, during the last several 
months, quite a few new faces 
have joined The Refinery. The 
6:15pm service is led by Pastor 
Matthew and Brad Barnum 
(worship leader), and follows the 
same sermon series as Hess 
Road. God is up to something 
pretty cool at the Refinery. All are 
welcome to check it out!   
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CURRENT CLASSES 
 

CHILDREN 
Nursery (Age 1-3)         Nursery 
Preschool (Age 4-6)          Rm 14 
Grades 1-2/3-5           Rm #15/16 
Jr High (Grades 6-8)            Gym 

 
ADULT 

Sunshine Class          Rm #8 
Adult Ed Class          Rm#17 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RETURNS 

March brought the much anticipated return of 

the 10:00 Sunday School Hour, with 60 men, 

women, teens, and children participating in 

classes the first week.   

 

Sunday School has been an important part of 

Hess Road in the past. This hour provides a 

chance for church members to better 

understand their faith and the teachings of 

Jesus found in the Bible, as well as the 

opportunity to build relationships with one 

another.  

 

Currently we have two adult classes, but hope 

to have additional offerings in the future. 

There is a staffed nursery as well as 

preschool, grade school, and jr. high classes. 

Senior high students have the option to attend 

the Jr high class, an adult class, or assist with 

one of the younger classes. Please see below 

for a more detailed listing.  

 

If you have any questions or would like more 

information, please see Donna Cody, our 

Sunday School Coordinator.  

With this “new start” of Sunday 

School, we’ve changed some our 

student material to a program 

called ONE STORY from The 

Meeting House in Oakville, 

Ontario.  

 

Grades 1-8 are now all learning about the 

same subject, with each class designed for 

their level. For the month of March, they are 

going through Luke and “The basics,” focusing 

on topics like prayer, worry, and forgiveness. 

Their key verse for the month is  Luke 11:2-4. 

 

Our Preschool children are  learning about 

serving others, and they are doing a great job 

memorizing their key verse for the month: 

“Serve one another in love, Galatians 5:13”  Be 

sure to ask them to recite it for you!   

 

If your students are going to miss a week, or 

your family isn’t joining in person yet, or even if 

you want to re-watch the lesson video as a 

family, we can send you a link for the video 

lessons and provide a discussion guide.  

Galatians 5:13 
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PANDEMIC PERSPECTIVES 
 

Note from Pastor Matthew: 
Our last newsletter included an interview with our Christian Education Director Nathan 
Marone in which we learned a bit about his and Olivia’s backstory and how they’ve 
journeyed through the pandemic. For this newsletter, I’m glad to share a similar 
interview I did with Pastor Dan Wilson, our Assistant Pastor. 
 

Matthew:  
I don’t want to make you feel old Pastor Dan, but am I right to say that you’ve been 
serving in ministry longer than I’ve been alive? Describe your call to ministry for us. 
 

Dan: 
I grew up in a pastor’s home. In some ways that might have made me less likely to get 
into ministry myself, but when my dad took some time off from pastoral work we landed 
at a church that really encouraged us (I met Carla at that church) to serve God. By the 
time I was 17, I was feeling a strong call to ministry. I went to Central Wesleyan College 
for training and have been serving in full-time ministry ever since (except for a few years 
where my health wouldn’t allow it). I started as a youth pastor in some pretty good-sized 
churches, but later took on the role of pastor in a church of about 30 people when I was 
28 years old. Then, after serving as a Lead Pastor in numerous churches, I’ve since 
returned to staff ministry. All in all, I’ve served vocationally for about 41 years.  
 

Matthew: 
So, yeah, your 41 years of ministry beats my 39 years of living! So let me ask you, in all 
of those years of ministry, have you ever experienced anything like this past year? 
 

Dan: 
I don’t think there’s been any year like this 
specifically in terms of ministry, but 1968 was 
about as close to this year in terms of what was 
happening in society. There wasn’t a viral 
pandemic that year, but in a way there was a 
spiritual pandemic. There was a lot of turmoil in 
the form of assassinations, racial tension, 
destruction of cities, military presence in 
Washington D.C. etc. There was a real spirit of 
rebellion against the institutions of the day 
(represented by Woodstock in 1969), but there 
was also a huge spiritual movement at that time 
(the Jesus’ movement and charismatic revival). 
Most importantly, in my opinion, the Asbury 
Revival came on the heels of all these events and 
spread around the country. I was directly 
impacted by that revival. 

 

Matthew: 
I would have loved to have been present for that revival, but I’m glad to at least get to 
see some of the fruit of that revival in you! One of the things that I find most impressive 
about you is your spiritual endurance through many struggles with your health and 
through the ups and downs of ministry. What do you consider to be the key to faithful 
endurance? 

Dan and Carla, August 1973, The day Dan left Indiana 

for college in South Carolina  
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Dan: 
I had some time to reflect on this question before the interview 
and three things came to mind. First, going through a lot of 
adversity as a young person (my sister’s death, my mom’s 
sickness, my dad’s injuries from a fall, my little brother’s down 
syndrome, etc.) helped to strengthen my spiritual muscles.  
Going through those things in life is the beginning of character 
building. Second, I think the hope that we have had amidst the 
trials and tribulations helps see us through them. I’ve been 
reminded of God’s trustworthiness so many times during 
unstable moments by Carla, who always reminds me that God is 
faithful. Finally, God has given us a great love for people. This 
motivates us to keep working to carry out the Great Commission 
and Great Commandment no matter what’s going on around us. 
 

Matthew: 
Other than health concerns, what’s been the greatest challenge 
for you during this pandemic? 
 

Dan:  
You know, it really comes down to not being able to see people. 
I’m a people person, and I can get really melancholy in isolation. 
Phone calls and video meetings were a real lifeline for me during 
this time, but it’s been a real challenge. 

 

Matthew: 
What do you think effective churches will need to do post-
pandemic? 

 

Dan:  
I think our biggest challenge will be the age old struggle between 
light and darkness. We’re a deeply divided culture. In the past, 
when times like this come upon us, the church has risen to the 
challenge and there has been real revival as a result of united 
prayer efforts. I think effective churches will pray their way 
through these challenging times. It’ll start with prayer. If it 
doesn’t, I’m afraid we’ll see the collapse of our culture. God is 
faithful, so I continue to have hope. 

(FAR LEFT) Dan & Carla’s 

wedding on March 9, 1974 

 

(LEFT) 25th wedding 

anniversary party at Hamburg 

Wesleyan with their kids Adam, 

Aaron and Andrea. It was a 

surprise party hosted by their 

church, Fellowship Wesleyan. 

Pastor Dan preaching in early 90’s at 

Fellowship Wesleyan Church in West 

Seneca 
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January Survey  
Focus on issues related to covid/pandemic 
 
Congregational Covid Status: 

37 said they have not had covid-19 

15 don't think they've had it 

11 have had it 

  5 think they've had it 
 
Appraisal of Federal Response to Covid: 

44 think they reacted appropriately 

14 think they over-reacted 

10 think they under-reacted 
 
Appraisal of the State Response to Covid: 

49 think they over-reacted 

14 think they reacted appropriately 

  5 think they under-reacted 
 
Appraisal of the HRWC Response to Covid: 

61 think we responded appropriately 

 6 think we over-reacted 

 1 think we under-reacted 
 
Online Worship Service Interaction: 

45 were watching regularly 

14 were watching occasionally 

  7 were watching rarely or not at all 

  2 were listening to audio only 
 
The results of this survey were used to help us 
access the feelings of the congregation as we 
continued our re-opening efforts. 

CHURCH SURVEY RESULTS 
 

Thank you so much for participating in our monthly church surveys! These quick 5-question surveys 
provide valuable feedback to our leadership team as we make plans for future ministries and sermon 
series’. The surveys are made available online in the middle of each month and the results are post-
ed early the following month. 
 

Here are the results to our previous surveys in case you didn’t see them: 

February Survey  
Focus was on issues related to our physical 
health/body 
 
How has your health changed during pandemic? 

38 Status Quo 

28 I am in worse shape now 

  5 I am in better shape now 
 
What's your attitude toward your body? 

47 Unsatisfied and it's my own fault 

18 Satisfied 

  6 Unsatisfied, but not much I can do 
 
Describe your diet/exercise habits... 

32 Healthy diet, but not much exercise 

22 Little exercise and poor diet 

14 Plenty of exercise, but poor diet 

  3 I work hard to stay in shape via diet/exercise 
 
What's your view of your body and eternity? 

33 I'll have a new body 

19 My present body will be transformed 

10 I Haven't thought about it much 

  9 I'll exist as a bodiless soul in heaven 
 
What idea would be most likely to participate in? 

29 Walk and Talk group 

19 Exercise class 

15 Collaborative weight loss contest 

   8 Sports tournament 
 
The results of this survey will be used as part of 
our preparations of a series on our physical 
bodies that will be shared after Easter. 
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NEW LIFE FOR OUR LIBRARY 
Katie Rose 
 

Did you know that our church has a lending library? 
For the last several years the bookshelves have been 
a part of the Sunshine Classroom in Room #11, with 
several shelves of Christian fiction novels, as well as 
some nonfiction study guides and  Bible 
commentaries/resources.  You may have noticed in 
March we cleaned out a lot of the nonfiction resources 
and had them available for free in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Special thanks to Vinnie and Julie Goldbach for organizing the remaining books! In addition to a 
wide variety of Christian fiction novels by authors such as  Terri Blackstock, Wanda Brunstetter, 
Dee Henderson, Karen Kingsbury, Beverly Lewis, Gilbert Morris, Janette Oak, and Tracie Peterson, 
there are some options for younger readers as well as some favorite non fiction devotionals, study 
guides and inspirational reading.  
 

We are very excited to be able to offer this resource to you! There will be a place to sign out books; 
we ask that you limit to only one or two books at a time. When you return a book there will be a bin 
to place it in, and we will check the book back in and reshelve it for you.  
 

The library reopens on Easter Sunday!  Be sure to come check it out!  

Kenzie’s Series picks: 
The Imagination Station  
and Bloodhounds, Inc. 

 
“I like Bloodhounds because it is an 
imaginative series that features multiple 
mysteries. I find the books realistic and 
funny.” 
 
“I like the Imagination Station Series 
because it has two kids about my age and 
an ice cream shop. They go back in time 
to learn a lesson from Bible times. 
Sometimes there is also a mystery to be 
solved!” 

“Everyone is a 
reader... some just 
haven’t found their 
favorite book yet.”  

Kenzie & Tierza holding up some of their 
favorite books that can be found in our library. 
Tierza enjoys The Bible Belle’s series, as well 
as the Adam Raccoon Series. Both of these are 
shorter kids books  and easy to read together.  

Julie’s Recommendation:  

Wanda Brunstetter writes Amish Christian fiction; 

the “Half-Stitched Amish Quilt Club” trilogy in particular is a great 

read and will soon be available to borrow!  

Terri Blackstock is another great author,  

with novels full of suspense. There are lots to choose from! 
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YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE 
Nathan Marone 
 
Last weekend I had the privilege to take eight of our 
students to Snow Camp at Circle C Ranch. Due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, this year's Snow Camp had to 
be scaled back. Instead of a complete Friday-
Sunday experience as usual, we crammed 
everything all into one day. It was a wild ride! In nine 
hours, our students had 3 chapels, 2 meals, laser 
tag, sledding, team challenges, some free time, and 
also packed meal boxes and wrote letters for people 
in Sierra Leone.  

Though this version of Snow Camp didn't offer us 
the opportunity to slow down and talk about some of 
the preaching or even the chance to simply relax, it 
was still a unique time of bonding for our students 
and youth leaders. I want to give a special shout out 
to Betsy Campagna, who came with us as our 
female chaperone. She was great!  

Please keep our teens in prayer. Through the 
challenges of hybrid schooling and an ever 
changing world, they need our encouragement, 
example, and our prayers.  

Snow Camp Alumns know the value of 

the tootsie roll! Our teens “won” and got 

to bring “it” home!  
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THINGS TO DONATE 
Hess Road has always been a very giving 
church! We wanted to remind you of 
various ways you can support local 
organizations and ministries.  
 

POP CANS. Right outside the back door 
(in our north unpaved parking lot) there is a 
bin for deposit cans/bottles. Please place 
clean and bagged bottles and cans in it. 
They are returned and the money goes to 
help fund our two Restore Haiti sponsor 
children.  
 

CLOTHING. Also in our North Parking Lot 
is our St. Pauly Clothing Shed. Used 
Clothing, Shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, 
linens, pillowcases, blankets, curtains, and 
stuffed animals are all acceptable items 
that can be donated (also bagged and tied 
shut).  St. Pauly uses donated items in 
various ways to assist people all over the 
world. Our church also receives small 
reimbursement based on the weight of 
donated items.  
 

JELLY/CANNING JARS. When you finish 
a jar of jelly, don’t recycle it– wash it out 
and bring it back to us! Our Care Team will 
use them to provide homemade canned 
goods, soup mixes, jelly, etc. to those they 
serve.  
 

CANCELED STAMPS.  Jean Dressler has 
faithfully collected canceled stamps  for 
many years to help support some Sunday 
School missions. These stamps are sold by 
the pound to collectors.  
Bring  in whole postcards,  or envelopes 
trimmed 1/4 inch around stamp. 
 

LOCKPORT CARENET PREGNANCY 

CENTER.  Babies may be small, but they 
come with a lot of stuff. CareNet is always 
looking for Diapers, Wipes, Formula, 
Toiletries, Diaper Bags, Maternity Clothing,  
baby gear, etc. to assist the men and 
women in our community.  
 

N E W F A N E  C O M M U N I T Y  F O O D 

PANTRY. Non perishable food items like 
cereal, soup, mixes, meals in a can, peanut 
butter, spaghetti sauce, noodles, etc.  

(ABOVE) Here is our main collection center located at one 

end of the coat room. Here you can drop off items for the 

Newfane Food Pantry (non perishable food), Lockport Care 

Net Pregnancy Center (diapers, wipes, toiletries, etc.) and 

smaller items like canceled stamps, eye glasses for the 

Lions Club, and empty Inkjet cartridges..  

CONNECT LIFE BLOOD DRIVES 

 

MAY 8 
& 

JULY 31 
 

SAFE THE DATE TO DONATE 
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Hess Road Wesleyan Church 
2514 Hess Road 
Appleton, NY 14008 
 

HRWchurch.org 

716.778.5343 

office@hrwchurch.org 

www.HRWchurch.org 

Sunday Services 

8:45 & 11: 00 AM 
Please wear a mask  

until seated. 
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Audio of Sunday morning sermons are available at 

hrwchurch.org or from the Soundcloud app.  

Video of the full service can be found on our website, 

as well as YouTube and Facebook @HRWCHURCH 


