
2020 Holiday 

Season’s Greetings! 
Merry Christmas? Usually that phrase doesn’t come with a question 
mark, but 2020 has been an unusual year. Will we have to feign 
merriment? As people who are part of Jesus’ story, we have real 
reasons to rejoice, even in the midst of trying times. 
 

We’ve been working through a series of sermons titled ‘From Bethel to 
Bethlehem’ which has as its theme the fact that God is with us. God 
revealed the truth of divine omnipresence (God is with us everywhere) 
to Jacob in a dream at a place that came to be called Bethel (which 
means, ‘house of God’). This truth was grasped by the great Psalmist, 
King David, who compared God to a shepherd who constantly cares for 
His sheep. But nowhere was this truth proclaimed more powerfully than 
by Jesus being born in Bethlehem. 
 

God becoming flesh in Jesus Christ proves that God is a ‘down to earth’ 
kind of God. It gives us all the more reason to believe that God is 
available to us at all times and in all places. God is with us when we are 
able to meet at the church facility (and we can’t wait to do that more 
often and with greater numbers!), but God is also with us when we are 
in our homes. God is a journeying God, who goes with us wherever we 
go. 
 

2020 is a year in which people are often isolated and feeling alone; 
where they are constantly reminded of death and very aware of their 
own mortality. I can’t imagine trying to navigate 2020 without Jesus. 
Well, maybe I can imagine it… but it’s certainly not something I enjoy 
imagining. I much prefer to remember that I’m never alone and that the 
story I’m part of doesn’t end in death.  
 

So, Merry Christmas! We can say that, as believers in Christ, with an 
exclamation point instead of a question mark because we’re part of a 
story that we know has a happy ending (and really doesn’t ‘end’ at all!). 
We have a peace that passes understanding. We have a joy that is 
deeper down than circumstantial happiness. We have a connection to 
Christ who overcame the worst year in history (when we crucified God) 
and who is with us by His Spirit in 2020 as well. 
 

                                             Pastor Matthew         
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Do you need   

                 to catch up  

on past sermons? 

Audio of Sunday morning 

sermons are available at 

hrwchurch.org or from 

the Soundcloud app.  

Video of the full service 

can be found on our 

website, as well as 

YouTube and Facebook 



SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES 
 

After Thanksgiving, we switched from onsite worship 
services (with a Facebook live viewing option) to online 
worship services (with an onsite viewing option). We did 
this in anticipation of a likely increase in the spread of the 
novel coronavirus after all the family gatherings. This 
increase did, in fact, occur and some of the families in our 
church have been impacted.  
 

On 12/14/2020, NY State made most of southern Niagara 
County a yellow zone because close to 10% of the people 
getting tested in the area have yielded a positive result. As 
of this writing, our church facility (and most of our church 
family) is not in this zoned area. Regardless of zones, we 
are allowed to meet at 50% capacity, but what we’re 
allowed to do doesn’t necessarily match up with what most 
of our congregation feels comfortable doing.  
 

We will be closely monitoring these trends and return to 
onsite live worship services (with online option) as soon as 

possible. For the time being, however, we will continue 

emphasizing our online services, which are available 

on our website as well as YouTube and Facebook.  
 

I want to remind you that you are also welcome to come 

to the facility at 8:45 or 11am on Sunday mornings to 

watch the online service in the sanctuary with others.  

The plaque next to our 

Memorial Christmas Tree 
(pictured below) reads “Gone 
but not forgotten.” We grieve 
with our church family for the 
loved ones they have lost this 
year, and are praying for 
them this holiday season.  

 

Families are invited to take 
home their ornament on 
December 23 and 24 before 
Christmas.  

The Pastors, Staff, and Spouses here at Hess 

Road would like to express our warmest regards to 

the congregation during these chilly days of the 

holiday season. We consider it a great blessing to 

serve the Lord in this place and with such 

wonderful people. Thank you to all who have 

blessed us with cards, gifts, and cookies. It is our 

hope that you will receive many blessings this 

Christmas as well and experience a wonderful start 

to the new year! 

 Merry Christmas, 

Matthew & Katie, Dan & Carla, Nathan & Olivia 



SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

We have decided to go online only for our Christmas Eve Service (4:30pm, Thursday 12/24).  
There will be special music and an interactive Christmas Story for kids, as well as a devotional 
message from Pastor Matt. The service will premiere on our Facebook Page, Website,  and 
YouTube Channel. As with Sunday morning, you are welcome to come to the facility to watch the 
service with others. 

What we would really like to emphasize is a special time of family communion that will be 

available at the church on Wednesday and Thursday of that week.  

Here’s how this works: Starting on Wednesday (12/23) at 1PM, individuals and families can come 
at the top of the hour to watch “The Shepherd” (a 20-minute Christmas video) followed by a time of 
sharing communion together if desired. The entire program should take about half an hour. 

Families can come at 1:00, 2:00, 3:00, 4:00, or 5:00 on Wednesday. On Thursday, families can 
come at 10:00, 11:00, 12:00, 1:00, 2:00, 3:00, 6:00, or 7:00. Please wear a mask into the 
Sanctuary. We will be wiping down pews and any common areas in between each group.  

Also, we originally intended to collect a 
special Christmas Offering at our 
Christmas Eve Service. In lieu of that, 
we will have a special donation box 
available at the church Wednesday 
and Thursday for those able to give. 
All donations will go directly to The 
Salvation Army.  Last year we sent 
around $2,000 as a special gift, and 
would love to be able to do so again 
this year.  



This year has not gone as planned, 
but we have been so glad to offer the 

AWANA Christmas Store over the 
past three Wednesdays! If you missed it, please 
know that the store is still available and we would 
be glad to try to accommodate your children to 
come shop for their family members with a 
personal shopping appointment.  Please call or 
email the church office to schedule a time.  

The AWANA Carnival will be scheduled this 
spring as a celebration for all our clubbers that 
work so hard learning God’s word! As with the 
Christmas Store, each clubber will be gifted a 
certain amount of AWANA bucks. If you would like 
to earn above that, Ms. Sheila has a special 
challenge for you:  

Each Monday morning, we will post a verse 
on the Hess Road Church Family Facebook 
Group for your clubber to memorize for the 
week. Post a short video of them saying the 
verse on the group! You can also send the 
video to me directly, or leave a voicemail on 
my phone (716) 727-8645. Remember we 
do allow a help, but really encourage them 
to learn it on their own. Have fun with this, 
and even learn them together. We can’t 
wait to see the videos and to hear from you 

- Ms. Sheila 

2020 CHURCH DIRECTORIES AVAILABLE 
 
The long-awaited church directories are ready for pickup! 
This project includes a church history report, some special 
memories from the last couple years, and missionary 
families we support, as well as church family photos and 
contact information. Due to the limitations of 2020, we were 
unable to get everyone’s picture, but we did get a good 
majority! Special thanks to Olivia Marone Photography for 
helping make this project possible.  

We hope these booklets will help you get to know one 
another better, and to stay connected even when we are 
apart.  

Directories will be available at the church December 23 and 
24 in the main foyer. When you pick one up, please check 
your name off the list.  



WAYS 
TO GIVE 

Give in Church Give by Phone Give Online Give by Mail 

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 
 

Throughout the pandemic, you have been 
faithful in giving to the Lord's work through 
your tithes and offerings. Because of this, 
we have been able to do some creative 
ministry in these strange times and 
provide assistance to people in need. The 
month of December has been a challenge 
in that we haven't had many people at the 
facility due to the spike in Covid-19 
positives.  
 
 

Would you consider helping us end the 
year strong by sending in your tithes or an 
end of year offering? Thank you to all who 
have continued to send in your offerings or 
using the tithe.ly app.  
 
 

2021 Tithing envelopes  

are also available at the 

church. If you would like 

yours mailed or delivered, 

please let the office know. 
 
 

May God bless you as we end one year 
and begin another together in ministry! 

GIVING REPORT 

 
1st Quarter (May—August) 

 IN:  $85,990 

 OUT: $63,794 

 

2nd Quarter (September—November) 

 IN:  $64,443 

 OUT: $75,579 

 

TOTAL FOR 2020-2021 FISCAL YEAR 

 IN: $150,433 

 OUT: $139,573 



Halloween Parade 

This past October 31, a group from our church 

met at Absolut Care of Gasport Nursing Home 

to parade in costume around the outside and 

wave in windows. We were met with huge 

smiles and a lot of waves back from many 

residents. Please continue to be praying for 

those isolated in nursing homes, for their 

mental and physical health.  

YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE 
Nathan Marone 
 
Shepherding our students during a pandemic 
is not something I anticipated when I came 
on board at Hess Road Wesleyan. There 
have been many challenges along the way, 
but also many bright spots and opportunities 
for growth and maturity. Back in March we 
met through Zoom. In June we began to 
meet in person for a no-frills Bible study 
through the book of Mark. We are still 
working through Mark (with an assist from 
Pastor Matthew who has led the last couple 
of weeks while my family has been 
quarantined), but we have added a few new 
people as our sixth grade students moved up 
to seventh grade this fall. In November we 
were able to partner with Freedom Church in 
Lockport for a virtual youth conference called 
"Saturate." Our students got to hear some 
passionate preaching and have a little bit of 
socially distanced fun with the teens at 
Freedom Church.  

Because we can't really bring in students 
from outside the Hess Rd family, this has 
been an intimate time of prayer, reflection on 
scripture, and just getting to know each other 
and bond as part of the body of Christ. Our 
students are going through a very difficult 
time this year, especially with the challenges 
and stresses of hybrid-remote schooling. In 
this next semester we will be looking for 
some practical ways to help them out in this 
area, but I ask you to join me in praying that 
God will give them the endurance and 
patience they need to get through these 
trying times.  

SUNDAY AFTERNOON PRAYER 
Matthew Rose 
 
I’ve been so encouraged by the increased 

participation in prayer meeting! Prior to the 

pandemic, a small group of us (usually 5-8) 

would meet each Sunday (late afternoon/early 

evening) for prayer. It was always one of my 

favorite hours of the week as we would share 

thoughts together and pray over the 

congregation. 

When the pandemic started, I was afraid we’d 

lose our ‘prayer meeting’ ministry. But, in 

many ways, the opposite happened. As we 

switched prayer meeting to online, we saw an 

INCREASE in attendance. Most Sundays at 

5:00pm I see more than 10 households 

participating in prayer. Sometimes we get live 

updates on prayer requests in the comments 

section. I’m so thankful for each one that joins 

in this powerful prayer time! 



In October and November, we had a series of “Family Feud” 

game show nights that we streamed live on Facebook. Our 

contestants went head-to-head against each other with the 

answers based on the surveys you answered about the 

Bible, local attractions, and family events.  

Our winners from Week 1, 2, and 3, 

were Team Detschner, Team Grandmas, 

and Team Mediocre. They all got a 

chance to defend their title for Week 4, 

but in the end, the reigning champs were 

Team Mediocre!  
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